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Emblem of
Shri Swaminarayan Divine Mission

The Emblem depicts the lotus-feet of Lord Shri Swaminarayan.
There are sixteen signs referred to in Samudrik Shashtra as the signs confirming the divine origin of God. the incarnate.

* Nine signs in the right foot.

Swastika

stakona

Urdhvarekha

Ankusha

Dhwaj
flag)

Vajra

weapon of Indra)

Padma

the Lotws)

Jambu
ros¢ apple)

Jav

barley)

stands for the auspicious Figure of God.

suggests that the divine compassion is constantly flowing in all the eight directions: North, South. East, West. South-East. North-East.
South-West and North-West.

indicates continuous progress of souls by the divine grace.

indicates that the Supreme Power. the cause of all causes controls everything and it also suggests that we must restrain the inner enemies.
or Ketu stands for the spiritual victory of Ged., the absolute form of Truth.

stands for the prowess of God which destroys the weaknesses of the souls and frees them from the fear of time, actions and delusions.

symbolises the tenderness and compassion of God which helps the devotee attain detachment from the mundane life, the way a lotus
remains unatfected by water.

symbolises the sap of divine joy that one receives from communion with God.

confirms that God takes care of the crops and the needs of those devotees who are in communion with Him and who perform
non-violent Yajnas by offering foodgrains such as barley, sesame seeds etc. to the Holy Fire.



* Seven signs in the left foot.

Meen asks us to reach God, the source of the spiritual energy, the way a fish swimming against the current, reaches the source of a stream.
(fish)

Trikona symbolises liberation of the soul from the mental, physical and mundane problems and difficulties. It also stands for the need to free
(triangle)

oneself from the trial of Ishwar, Maya and Brahman and to remain steadfast in Parbrahman the ultimate reality.

Dhanush defends the faith by protecting the devotees against evil influences.

(bow)

Gopada suggests the beneficial qualities of cows as well as of the saints who are dear to God.
(foot-mark of cow)

Vyoma signifies the infinite and detached all-pervasiveness of God.

(the sky)

Ardhchandra shows that the way the moon increases slowly and gradually, one can attain perfection through patient meditation of God.
(the crescent)

Kalasha stands for the supremacy and absoluteness of God.

(the pot at the top of

a temple)

Keeping the divine signs depicted in the emblem of the Mission before our eyes, we have been conducting spiritual activities
for the welfare of mankind through our Gnan-Dhyan-Seva programmes. We bow down to the lotus-feet of Shri Hari

and pray for His divine guidance and assistance in the fulfilment of our mission.
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Dedication

We offer the flowers of faith and
devotion in the form
of this omnibeneficient series of
books to the lotus
feet of extremely merciful Anadi
Muktaraj Param Pujya.
Shri Abjibapa. who was an
accomplished interpreter
of the ideal and divine philosophy
of Lord Swaminarayan,
the incarnate God. eternally
immanent and divine
in Personal form and the Master
of infinite Muktas
who have attained the ultimate
state of liberation.

Param Pujya Bapashri spread the
supremacy of Lord
Swaminarayan in all directions,
made many devotees
experience the highest state of
Anadi Mukta, the
state of an ideal perfection, and
thus obliged the
entire mankind by bringing light
and divine joy of the
Supreme Lord Shri Swaminarayan
on the earth.
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We Believe

Shri Swaminarayan Divine Mission intends to bring out a series of books that will
not only benefit the entire mankind but also enrich the lives of the people by offering
them what is best in Indian thoughts and culture.

In this age of reason, the span of higher education is expanding day by day. The
basic aim of higher education is to establish highest moral standards and to inculcate
ethical values in life. The highest value and the loftiest goal of life is to experience
the supreme joy which comes through communion with God. We hope the readers
will find this series very useful in the achievement of these ultimate goals.

In a time, when the span of higher education, science and technology
is continuously expanding, we want to mould them in such a way that they do
not merely remain the means of producing material wealth and physical comforts,
but should be best utilised for the inner development and spiritual perfection of
mankind. Moreover. let us not forget that the final stage and purpose of evolution
is to develop our self steadily and finally get immersed in the divine happiness
of Supreme Lord.

Man has been gifted with an innate ability to develop continually to attain the divine
bliss. This shows that we can strive together and create such social, economic and
political conditions as are conducive to an unhampered spiritual progress and
sublimation of life. To accelerate this process, we shall have to prepare literature,
that inspire and assist the seekers of the divine pleasure.

For the social betterment and spiritual enrichment of the human society. Lord
Shri Swaminarayan has established a universally acceptable, comprehensive
philosophical system. It's a path of pure knowledge which elevates our soul and

V. 8. 2043, Shri Hari Jayanti. April 18. 1986, Ahmedabad.

helps us attain oneness with the Supreme Lord. Vachanamrutam and Shikshapatri,
are two great classics, containing the essence of the ideal philosophy of Shri
Swaminarayan. In a simple but lucid and convincing language, Lord Shri
Swaminarayan has tried to spread His message through these two great spiritual
works. He also inspired His saints and seers, His liberated householder devotees
and scholars to compose plenty of work expressing their own spiritual experiences,
to contribute to the understanding of His precepts, which are beneficial to the whole
of mankind.

These books contain the quintessence of the Indian view of life and they also teach
the real art of living. Whether one belongs to the East or the West, each one of us
will find this series useful as a spiritual guide leading us to the path of divinity,
satisfying our longing for the touch of the Divine. Here, through this series, an
attempt would be made to show how one can develop one's own self to attain oneness
with the Lord Supreme. We are confident that the reading of this literature will
help us overcome all conflicting deformities of modern life and usher in an era of
peace, harmony and tranquillity.

We will incorporate in this series all positive and constructive ideas and religious
tenets which are in consonance with our ideology and objectives.

In order to reach readers in different parts of India and abroad, we hope to publish
this series, not only in Gujarati but also in Hindi, English and other languages.
We are hereby seeking everyone's active co-operation and assistance for the success
of the Mission's activities. We pray for the divine grace of Lord Shri Swaminarayan
to lead us and guide us in this great endeavour of ours.

Humblest of Humble
Narayanbhai G. Thakker, Founder President
Shri Swaminarayan Divine Mission
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Foreword

According to 'Vachanamruta' the book of Divine Speeches of Shri Swaminarayan
Bhagwan "At the time of leaving the mortal self if one fails to concentrate on Moorti,
the personal form of God, but can just think of the divine sports and acts performed
by God or His Muktas and thus recall Moorti, the soul reaches the spiritual heights
and receives all lifes' best. Even a sinner by just remembering or thinking about
those holy performances verily finds a place in God's abode.”

Again, in the devotional song composed by Swami Premananda: 'Aaj Mare Orde
Re', Shriji Maharaj says:

"My Moorti, My devotees, My actions and My Muktas are all Divine. See them
and enjoy My Bliss.

All Haribhaktas, (Devotees) desirous of reaching My abode must serve Me with
Hearts pure and total non-attachment."

Inspired by the above divine precepts, on the, 'Art of Living' and "The Eminence
of Muktas of Shriji Maharaj', we decided to publish this pictorial book revealing
the state of Anadi Mukta. This will help the seekers understand the mystery and
essence of that divine state.

"Seeing and recollecting this book" should become a habit with us. It not only satisfies
our eyes but helps us etch permanently in our mind, 48 pictorial episodes from the
life of 'Akhand Moortistha' (forever steadfast in Moorti) Anadi Mahamuktaraj Shri
Abjibapa, who is fondly called 'Bapashri' by his followers and others.

It is very difficult to recapture in pictures the entire life of Bapashri. But. this is
our humble attempt at presenting as vividly as possible some select episodes from
his life. We hope, this pictorial book with explanations both in Gujarati and English
will overcome the language barriers and help English speaking people living in
India and abroad understand clearly the significance of Bapashri's life.

We remember with a sense of gratitude a wellknown artist of India. Param
Bhagwadiya- late Shri Laljibhai Chhaganbhai Soni of Kutch-Bhuj whose brush

Samval 2054, Maha Vad Pancham, February 16, 1998

made it possible for us to seeing pictures, the divine exploits of Bapashri. He and
his father had the great fortune of serving Bapashri in person and Bapashri always
bestowed his blessings upon this family. It is this divine grace which enabled this
accomplished painter to create such rare paintings.

The original paintings could be seen at the holy place 'Bapashri's Chhatri' (Baladiya)
in the form of an exhibition. It is a matter of pride and pleasure to note here that
with the blessings of Param Pujya Anadi Muktaraj Shri Jadavjibapa, the grandson
of great merciful ‘Bapashri' this divine exhibition and pictorial booklet have been
prepared jointly by ‘Shri Abjibapashrini Chhatedi & Hanumanji Mandir Trust',
Baladiya, Dist. Kutch and 'Shri Swaminarayan Divine Mission', Ahmedabad. We
hope, this most inspiring exhibition will attract for ever all the pilgrims and
art-lovers.

The credit for bringing into existence this art-project immortalizing the unforgettable
events from the life of most gracious 'Bapashri' goes to our revered, dearest and
nearest to Shri Hari and Bapashri, Anadi Mukta Shri Narayanbhai Thakker. For,
right from the beginning to its completion he not only inspired and guided haribhaktas
to contribute materially, physically and emotionally but knit them all into a team
to work in perfect tune to bring this divine pictorial book and exhibition within
the reach of one and all. We shall always remain indebted to him for this great
spiritual gift to 'satsang' and mankind.

We would like to thank the printers, binders. donors. the selfless volunteers of Shri
Swaminarayan Divine Mission and other haribhaktas who took pains and worked
sincerely in preparing this omnibeneficial sacred book and exhibition. We are also
thankful to Prof. Mahesh Dave for his kind assistance in putting the explanations
into English.

In the end. we pray Shriji Maharaj and Bapashri to shower Their divine grace and
choicest blessings upon all of them.

Publication Committee
Shri Swaminarayan Divine Mission
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The picture shows an event that took place before the
manifestation of Bapashn. Devbaa is performing Mans:
Paaja at dawn on the bank of Kali Talavadi -a pond on the
outskirts of Baladiya. Shripi Maharaj 1s seen bestowing a
boon upon her saying: “You will be soon blessed with a son
who will redeem by Our divine will, innumerable souls and
shall be revered as Anadi Mukia."
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Here is shown Anadi Muktaraj Shri Abjibapashri being
initiated into the holy order at Swaminarayan Temple.
Baladiya. The initiation ceremony was performed by a saint
with divine insight Sadguru Swami Achyutdasji of Bhuj
Swaminarayan temple. While offering } artaman the saint
observed : "He |scwkdmmamls
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Right from early childhood, Anadi Muktaray Shri
Abjibapashri could independently pass into samadhi
(trance). He would remain in this divine state for five to ten
days or more at a stretch. Devotees would cover long
distances to watch this divine sight and experience
marvellous peace.
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Even as a small boy Bapashri revealed the quality of
extraordinary service. He eagerly served and offered food to
the pilgrims visiting Baladiya. Here in this picture Bapashri
is seen serving food to Sadguru Loknathanand Swami and
other saints and devotees at his own farm.
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In this picture, 1s shown, Bapashni, drawing water from &
well. He performed all chores while remaining totally
absorbed in God. Oblivious of the devotees standing with
folded hands, Bapashri continued to work. For, while his
body worked, his mind was in communion with Moort of
Shriji Maharaj. Thus, he taught others to remain one with
Shrji Maharaj even while carrying on one's daily chores
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Behold Bapashri deeply engrossed in spiritual discourses
and discussions at Baladiya temple with great saints and
devotees Sadguru Shri Nirgundasji (Ahmedabad), Sadgur:
Shri Aksharjivandasji (Bhuj), Laxmirambhai, Kesarabha
Devrajbhai, Jadavjibhai and others.
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Here you can see how Bapashri demonstrated the principle
of 'action without attachment' for the guidance of
householders. Here we see him in the state of complete
non-attachment, supervising people working at his
Jambuvad (farm),
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Bapashri always took delight in inviting devout people
and serving the richest food to the devotees who came to
Baladiya on a pilgrimage. In this picture, you can see him
serving food with love to haribhakts in his own house.
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Bapashri himself always avoided rich, sweet or oily
delicious dishes. He ate Khichri, curry of carrot and millet
bread. Through his actions, he taught others to lead a simple
life dedicated to Moorn of Shriji Maharaj.

10
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Bapashri leads a group of six hundred devotees on a
pilgrimage to Jetalpur for the darshan of Sadguru Shri
Dhruvanand Swami. On receiving prayer from Bapashri,
Shriji Maharaj willingly delays the departure of the S wami
to enable the devotees to have the last glimpse of the
departing great soul. After the arrival of the devotees, Shriji
Maharaj leads the Swami to His Dham. The event was
marked by the showering of the sandalwood powder from
the sky.

11
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On receiving the news that Sadguru Shri Nirgundas)i ha
fallen sick of his own will, Bapashri pays a visit to the
ailing saint. In response to the Swami's request, Bapashri
takes off his Angdi (coat) and allows him to have a ghmps
of his divine luminous self

13
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At the Ahmedabad temple, while praising the spiritual
powers of Bapashri, Sadguru Shri Nirgundasji Swami tells
Ishvarlalbhai: "Meet this great Muktaraj who in a fraction of
a second can unite us with the Moorti of Maharaj." On |
hearing this, Ishvarlalbhai prostrates before Bapashri for his
divine grace.

14
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At Ahmedabad, while breathing his last, Sadguru Shri
Nirgundasji pleads with Bapashri to look after his disciple
Shri Ishvarcharandasji Swami and help him receive the bliss
of Maharaj. Here you can see Bapashri bestowing his divine
grace and happiness on Ishvarcharandasji Swami
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Pleased with the devotion of Sadguru Shri
Vrindavandasji Swami, the Mahant at Dholka temple, Shri
Abjibapashri helps the Swami to have a glimpse of the
luminous divine Moorti (personal form) of Shriji Maharaj.
Here the Swami is seen totally immersed in the divine
Moorti of Shriji Maharaj.
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Sadguru Shri Ishvarcharandasji Swami and Sadguru
Shri Vrindavandasji Swami would never miss a single
opportunity of being in the most rewarding company of and
communion with Bapashri. Here in the company of
Bapashri, these saints are seen enriching themselves with
divine bliss of Shriji Maharaj at the Dholka temple



A AR ety wastt wselot, wsllol s G e owausllan i s3d)
atdl @vll ddr ¥, 9, Al Surazee @il g4 W@l ‘audmd wed wllis'
dut ‘oslll audl’ wwi 8.

Here is scen Sadguru Shri Ishvarcharandasji Swami,
taking down notes of the spiritual discourses and answers
given by Bapashri, while addressing the congregation. These
notes have been published under the titles : "Vachnamrit
Rahasyarth Pradipika’ and 'Discourses of Bapashri'
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his child. Bapashri prays and pleads with Shrip Mahara
and soon the boy recovers and regains his health
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While cutting the branch of a banyan tree at Lakhaivadi,
the axe slips from the hands of Govindbhai and falls

into the well. Govindbhai was stunned to see Bapashri
extending his hand to restore the axe to its owner.

20
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Contact with Bapashri brings about a radical change in
the life of Mistri Harjibhai of Kumbhariya. He gives up all
his passions for rich food and other habits of sense-
gratification and begins to lead a simple life and remains
steadfast in the Moorti of Shrihari.
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Shriji Maharaj has opencd the gateway of Atyantik Moksh
-cternal release through Anadi Muktaraj Shri Abjibapashri.
At Mathura railway station, an Englishman offers a rupee to
Bapashri. Pleased by this act of reverence and faith,
Bapashri bestows upon him his choicest blessings and
promises salvation.
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Hearing Sadguru Shri Ishvarcharandas)i praise the
spiritual prowess of Bapashri, Chunilal, a student (rom
Kapadvanj eagerly longed to have a divine glimpse of the
Spiritual Master. But before he could realize his dream. he
was seriously taken ill. The prayer of the boy was mstanily
answered by the merciful Maharaj and Bapashri who
appeared before himand escorted him to the Dham
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On his way to Kumbhariya from Anjar, Anadi Muktaray
Shri Abjibapashn saw a Kite pouncing on a little mouse.
Secing the wounded mouse writhing in pain, Bapashn
kindly sprinkled a little dust on it and offered it salvation.

24
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A Babool tree on the bank of Kali Talavadi was haunted by
ghosts and genies. Before getting a small temple constructed
to install the replica of Shrihari's sacred footprints there,
Bapashri scatters 10 kg. Sakar (lump sugar) in'the air. The
evil spirits eat the sacred sugar offered to God and attain
salvation by the grace of Bapashri,
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by Bapashri. On that occassion Bapashri had proclaimed :
"Whosoever pays obeisance here and even & bird flying over
this temple shall be granted eternal salvation."
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At the time of installing the replica of Shrihari's footprints
in the temple built on the bank of Kali Talavadi a Yagna
(holy sacnfice) was performed. As the ghee needed for the
auspicious occassion gets exhausted Shri Abjibapashri
re-fills the empty containers through his divine prowess,
by simply touching them with a stick.
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A Khoja's (Muslim) son of Baladiya had acquired an
incurable disease. After trying all remedies the father took
the boy to Shri Abjibapashri and prayed for his son"
recovery. Bapashri the compassionate, cured the boy by
making him eat beans-curry
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Here param Pujya Bapashri is shown explaining o~~~
Kalyansangbhai of the village Mathak that Shriji Maharaj in

Hummeatfomdmllsmlhcpmehnﬂlﬂmd
cloth or paper. Kalyansangbhai accepts Bapashn's e
explanation and beholds the luminous Moorti of Maharaj.
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Pcople could not use the brackish water of a well of
village Joshipura. Here you can see Anadi Muktaraj Shn
Abjibapashri turning the water of the well into sacred, soft
potable water. Even today people use the water from this
'well of the saint' for drinking purpose.
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Here, at the Baladiya temple, seeing absolute faithand
deep devotion of Brahmachari Nirgunanandaji and Sadguru
Muniswami Shri Keshavpriyadasji towards Shri Hari, Anadi
Mukiaraj Shri Abjibapashri is seen Ilm; divine m
and happiness on them. oo
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In Samvar 1974, Anadi Muktaray Shn Abjibapashn
revealed senous iliness. When Nirgunanand Brahmachar:
and other saints prayed and beseeched him to nd himsell of
his illness, Bapashri not only drove the illness away but
promised to live in their midst for ten more years
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In Samvar 1978, Bapashri installed an idol of Hanumanji
on the bank of Kali Talavadi and gave it the name of
‘Bhidbhanjan Hanumanji'. Bapashri while blessing the
devotees declared : "People offering prayers at this temple
shall be relieved of all their sorrows and shall attain eternal
salvation."
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called Jumla genie. Bapashri absolved the genie and granted
him salvation by sprinkling a little water and offering him
Vartaman.
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Overcoming all the obstacles by the divine power of
Bapashri, the centenary celebrations at Shri Swaminarayan
temple of Muli were conducted with much fanfare. Bapashri
had participated in the festival and here he can be seen

performing Arti-pooja in the Yagna-mandapam.
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In Samvar 1979, while Anadi Muktaray Shri Abjibapashri
was in Karachi (Pakistan), Dr. Nagardasbhai had been taken
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and recovered the ailing doctor.
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During his visit to Ahmedabad, impelled by the love and
devotion of Sheth Baldevbhai, Bapashn, accompanied by
Sadguru Shn Ishvarcharandasy Swami, Sadguru Shn
Ghanshyamjeevandasji Swami and Shri Dhanjibhai visits the
textile-mill of the devotee. Here you can see a photographer
taking the pictures of Bapashri to mark the occasion,
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Here is shown Bapashri offering prasad of sugar to
haribhakts at a temple located in the lower parts of Baladyy;
While offering the prasad Bapashri tells them © "By th

of Shriji we have come to offer Shriji's Moort: to vou

not miss this opportunity and receive Him with love and
devotion. You will be one with Him "
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All the actions and activities of Shriji Maharaj's Anadi
Muktas are aimed at leading ordinary people towards God.
Often, Param Pujya Bapashri would ride to Bhuj temple on
a horse for darshan. By doing so he impressed upon the
people the importance and significance of darshan.
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adm-u il 8 2 6, To set an example for the guidance of the devotees, here you
can see Bapashri totally absorbed in the darshan of
Thakorji at Bhuj temple.
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Bapashri first practised and then preached the tollowin
precepts: (1) Nurse the sick saints and haribhakts, (2) Fecd
the poor and the hungry: (3) Forget and forgive the wrongs
done by the haribhakts; (4) One should master and teach
others the art of merging with the Moorti of Mahara)
through meditation.
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Bapashrl used to say, "Anadi Mukta of Shrijr Mahara
while doing all their activities are actually meditating u
the Moorti of Shriji Maharaj. Even in the passive statc

sleep, they are actively rejoicing in the Moorn." Bebold

in one such posture of Yoganidra
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Alrmmerar i g Y 520w,y osllal |, el Wi ¥ After helping innumerable souls to receivelhediviatbliss |
825N of Shrijt Maharay, on the fifth day of the brighter half of the
! month of Ashadh in Samvat 1984 Bapashn withdrew 4
] (N M =l 6 hmself from the mundane world of men. In fact, Shriji
Maharaj and His Mukras arc always present in our midst in

their cthereal form but when they manifest themselves in :
human form we get a rare opportunity (o see them and serve
them Nothing can bring greater joy and happiness thanto
serve our Lord in His personal form.
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Fill your eyes with the picture of the orig i Cheatri
which Shri Abpibapashri had installed the replica of the 10'u
feet of Shriji Maharay The Chhatri is not just @ monuines
but a hallowed ground, a constant source of divine blis,
peace and prospenity. The Chhatrt symbolizes Hapashr's
potential and cagerness to transmit Shriji Mahaay's divine
grace to one and all
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Here. you see the Chiatri renovated and expanded by
Sadguru Muniswami Shri Keshavpriyadasji and haribhakss.
These devotees renovated the structure with a view to _4_
perpetuating the work of helping the devotees to attain to =:';.'._3
spintual heights and ultimate salvation. The place is known
as Sadavrat of Atyantik Moksha (ultimate salvation) a place g &

where you go to mw&cmumwnhmutuht
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~ What does Shri Swaminarayan Divine Mission stand for?

With a view of translating the omnibeneficient divine message of Lord Shri Swaminarayan
into action for the spiritual and worldly happiness of mankind:

We try to provide financial assistance to the needy without any discrimination and uphold
the ideal of seva-sadavrat, selfless service.

We are planning to establish and run health-centres and hospitals. We are offering
assistance to institutions providing medical help to the people.

We construct, develop and maintain temples and spiritual centres, commemorating great
spiritual leaders with a view to bringing peace, happiness and divine joy to people.

We encourage creative activities aimed at educating people through literature and art.

To satisfy the spiritual thirst of the devotees we want to establish and manage libraries,
research centres and museums or assist individuals and institutions involved in such activities.
We strive to achieve harmony and amity in our society by publishing books that enhance
our cultural and spiritual life and take mankind on the path of progress and perfection and
thus elevate man to the spiritual heights.

Therefore, we want

. 1o undertake and organise activities aimed at strengthening and improving the moral

standards which form the basis of our social life.

1o launch programmes for the spread of universal brotherhood, social unity, fellow-feeling,
amity, compassion that will end all discords and establish permanent peace; for without
peace there cannot be progress.

. to organise conferences to bring all the religions and warring groups on a common

platform and strive for harmony among them for the social and spiritual welfare of mankind.
The Mission, through constructive programmes and spiritual activities, aims at total
development of human society in order to make it worthy of receiving the divine bliss through
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